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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Reported Dates of papers received 
Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. number of and examined for the 


| subscribers. week, 
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Daily. 
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‘‘ Banga Vidya Prakashika”| Ditto About 350 /| 26th, 28th and 30th 


September and lst Oc- 
tober, 1896. 


‘“‘Dainik-o-Samachar Chan-| Ditto 27th September to Ist 
drika.”’ October, 1896. 


‘6 Samvad Frabhakar” ... | Ditto 27th September, 1896. 


‘‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya’| Ditto sie 24th to 26th and 28th to 
30th September, 1896 
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HInp1. tober, 1896. 
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Weekly. 


‘“Darussaltanat and Urdu! Ditto 
Guide.’ 


‘General and Gauhariasfi’?| Ditto 


Burpwan Division. 
BENGALI. 


Fortnightly. 


‘* Benkura Darpan’’ ... | Bankura 
“ Ulubaria Darpan ”’ ... | Ulubaria 


Weekly 


‘Burdwan Sanjivani ” ... | Burdwan ... | About 250 


‘‘Chinsura Vartavaha’”’ ... | Chinsura 550 


oe 1,146 


** Education Gazette”’ : Hooghly 


Presipency Division. 
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Weekly. 
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{ publication number of pd om far gg R 
No, Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. ubscribers. a eek. ie, eo 
Orissa Division. 
Urrya. 
Monthly. 
1 |“ Brahma” ...| Cuttack 160 
2 | “Indradhanu ” ...| Ditto 
8 | “Shikshabandhu”’ ..»| _ Ditto ; cen 
4 | **Utkalprabha” ee ee ee ee ee Only six copies have 
been issued since 
Weekly. the me was re- 
; vived in January 
1. | +*Sambalpur Hitaishini ” Bamra in the Central coeeee 29th July, 5th and 12th| 1894. Some 200 
Provinces. August, 1896. copies of each issue 
2 | Samvad Vahika ” Balasore 190 | 30th July, 6th and 13th| are said to have 
August, 1896. been circulated, but © 
3 |“ Uriya and Navasamvad”...| Ditto se 809 | 29th July, 5th and 12th| no subscribers have 
August, 1896. been registered. 
4 | “Utkal Dizika ” Cuttack oe 480 | Ist, 8th and 16th August, This paper is said to 
1896. have some circula- 
Patna DIVISION. tion in the Division, 
Hinpt. but the number of 
subscribers could 
Monthly. not be ascertained. 
1 |“ Bihar Bandhu” ... | Bankipur ve 600 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Aryavarta”’ ... ... | Dinapur se 1,000 | 26th September, 1896. 
Urpovo. 
Weekly. 
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RassHaw1 Division. 
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| are printed eac 
BENGALI Sane. me of this 
number, 160 copies 
: Fortnightly. are distributed 
. ' ae Kasipur, Barisal ae 244 among the subscri- 
Kasipur Nivasi ss P con nae ae ae 
Weekly. sold to the public at 
three pies per copy. 
1 | «& Barisal Hitaishi”’ ee ear 25th September, 1896. 
2 | «Charu Mihir ” _., | Mymensingh 900 | 2lst. ditto. 
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: ‘‘ Saraswat Patra’ os = | About 440 
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1—Forrraxn Po.itics. 


Tur Mihtr-o-Sudhakar of the 26th September takes the following from mim.o-svpmaxie, 
the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika :— 7 Sept. 26th, 1896. 
England’s attitude towards The Sultan has determined to punish all— 
Turkey. whether Armenians, Musalmans or police officers— 
who will be found guilty in connection with the late riot in Constantinuple. He 
has appointed a special tribunal for the trial of the offenders. The Armenians 
and Musalmans will be punished for causing the riot, and the police officers for 
not having been able to suppress it. What more can the Sultan do? But the 
people of England are not yet satisfied. ‘Ihey are still venting their spleen 
against the Sultan. Gladstone, Rosebery and others are incitisg them against 
the Sultan. Meetings are being held in every town in England for denouncing 
the Sultan. Birmingham and Nottingham have already held their meetings, 
and preparations are being made for meetings in other towns. but, in spite of 
all this, it will be no easy task to ruin the Sultan. England cannot pick a 
quarrel with him single-handed. If she does, she will get embarrassed, her 
ministers will be placed in a dilemma, and she will do more harm than good. 
But the truth is, that the Liberals and Radicals want to avail themselves of this 
opportunity to lessen the prestige of the Conservative party, It is self-interest 
which is the root of all evil. But when nothing but embarrassment and opposi- 
tion from France, Russia and other countries will be the result of a war with 
‘Turkey, it is most ill-advised to excite the people of England to such a course. 
It is unjust to blame only the Musalman subjects of the Sultan. In the 
late riot, not only were Armenians killed, but the rebellious Armenians them- 
selves killed a large number of Musalmans. The Armenians were the cause of 
the riot. Are they innocent and are those to be blamed who killed them, 
rebellious as they were? At the instigation of England, the Armenians have 
taken up a hostile attitude towards their king, and are committing no end of 
atrocities. Still England’s sympathy with them is undiminished. Do the 
people of England think that Musalmans are not men, that they have no heart 
or feeling ? England, indeed, is not doing well in acting as the Su!tan’s enemy. 
Even kindness and sympathy, good qualities though they be, degenerate into 


partiality when shown in an unjust cause. 
Some anti-Musalmans and enemies of the Sultan are heard to say that the 


late riot at the Ottoman Bank was the doing of the Musalmans, of the Sultan’s 
men, and not of the Armenians; the object of the rioters having been to make 
the Armenians look guilty in the eye of the world. Is the Sultan capable of © 
such folly? But the imputation finds acceptance in England, and in England 
alone, where the feeling against the Sultan has risen tv its climax. The truth, 
however, has come out. According to the confessions of those who were fore- 
most in looting the Bank, the Armenians alone brought about the affair in the 
hope that, as many rich Europeans were connect: d with the Bank, any violent 
hand laid upon it would agitate all Europe. And according to the same men, 
the throwing of the blame on the Musalmans is an afterthought This shows 
what atrocities the Armenians are committing under England’s encouragement. 


IJ.—Homt ADMINISTRATION, 
(a)—Poltce. 

2. The Charu Mihir of the 21st September has the following :— ie 

. : a In Mymensingh there are signs that presage the sept. 21st, 1896. 
_ “Anarchy in Mymensingh” = advent of dire anarchy. The lawlessness and 
oppression which were the disgrace of Musalman rule have at this moment cast 
their dark shadow over that district. Thanks to the just and vigorous British 
administration, thieves, dacoits and other lawless characters im the country 
were 80 long punished and in a large measure rendered powerless for mischief, 
but they have now for some years past again reared their heads and begun 
to disturb the public peace. ‘They are growing rampaut everywhere, and there 
is fear and uneasiness in the public mind. In Mymensingh the lawlessness 
of these pests of society has become unbearable. In this district there is no 
end of thefts and dacoities, and frequent murders and outrages on women 
are greatly exciting the inhabitants. In fuct, in Mymensingh, nobudy’s 


ife, honour and property are safe at this moment. 


Se I we 
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CuHarv:MIHIR- 
Sept. 2let, 1893. 


Sept. 23rd, 1896. 
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The prevalence of this anarchy has really surprised us. Poverty is gene- 
rally a. powerful incentive to such crimes as theft and dacoity. But why out- 
rages on women should have suddenly become so common in this- district is 
something which we cannot account for. Almost every week cases of such 
outrage are reported in our columns. It is exceedingly to be regretted that 
nothing has been yet done to put down these outrages. The Mymensingh 
police are unable to check the perpetrators, and it is with shame that we have 
to record that in certain cases the police actually support and screen them, 
Owing to the support received from the police in some cases, and to their 
experience. of its inefficiency in many others, the badmashes of the district have 
grown so bold that they break the law with impunity. Last year we gave 
publicity to certain cases of murder committed in_ this town, but the police 
could not trace the offenders. This year too the murderer of Abbas Raj has 
not been yet discovered, All this makes people think that some screw has got 
loose in the machinery of the administration. 

If this state of things continues much longer, the result will be simply 
disastrous for the district. The people are disarmed, and owing to the repres- 
sive policy of Government and the complexities of the law have become utterly 
unfit for self-defence. The task of protecting them has been entrusted to the 
police, but the police are unable to protect them. It is our conviction that the 

olice single-handed will never be able to suppress the lawless characters in 
Vomenaienh. Formerly the zamindars used to punish badmashes, and the 
punishment which was meted out to them was such as they remembered to the 
end of their lives. The delay that characterises all police investigations and 
criminal trials at the present time fails to inspire badmashes with that whole- 
some fear which in the past proved such a powerful deterrent to crime. _ 

The complexities of the law not unoften furnish criminals with loopholes 
for escape, and thus embolden them. Some results may be expected if the 
zamindars are in some measure empowered to deal with and punish dbadmashes. 
The police also may find it possible to show increased efficiency if it receives 
the co-operation of the zamindars. Government should no longer remain in- 
different to the prevailing lawlessness in Mymensingh which is only furnishing 
proof of its weakness. It should at once appoint an able and educated detec- 
tive officer to each of the four subdivisions of the district. Will the Magistrate, 
Mr. Harris, bring the suggestion to the notice of Government? We are sorr 
to observe that though Mr. Harris is a good and liberal-minded officer, still in 
this matter of suppressing badmashes he is not taking as much interest as he 
should. Nor is Mr. Dundas, the District Superintendent, showing more energy 
or enthusiasm in putting down crime, 

3. ‘lhe same paper strongly suspects foul play in the case of the dead 
body which was found suspended from a branch of 
a tree in the jungle near the Gaffargaon railway 
station in the Mymensingh district. ‘lhe advanced 
state of decomposition in which the body was found prevented medical experts 
from ascertaining the cause of death ‘Tke body was not identified, and the 
police are trying to make out a case of suicide in order to save themselves 
further trouble. 3 

4. The Sahachar of the 22rd September has the following :— 


si Cae ss Babu Prankrishna Ghosh, of Domjur, in the 
at pale: Paes in Domjurin {owrah district, is in the habit of committing various 
oppressions on his poor under-raiyats. In this he 18 
helped oy, his friend Babu Ram Chandra Ghosh, Sub-Inspector of the Domjur 
thana. Prankrishne Babu usually resides in Calcutta, but when he comes to 
Domjur he takes up his residence in the Sub-Inspector’s quarters. This inti- 
macy between the zamindar and the police deters the raiyats from seeking any 
remedy for their grievances. Lately a raiyat of Prankrishna Babu complained 
that certain people had set fire to his house. ‘Ihis gave Prankrishna Babu an 
opportunity to bring false charges against some innocent persons with the help 
of the police jamadar. The | istrict Magistrate of Howrah ordered the Sub- 
seaport of the Domjur thana to investigate the complaints. Farly ona. 
—— morning, the Domjur police, accompanied by some lathéa/s of Prankrishna 
abu, surrounded the houses of the persons against whom complaints had been 
brought, entered into their houses by breaking open the doors, and under the 


A suspicious case of death in the 
Mymensingh district. 
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pretext of seeking for accused persons entered into their very zananas, And 
all this was done without letting the oppressed persons know why they were 
being treated in this fashion. The police did not desist, though they. were 
told that the persons for whom search was being made were none of them in 
any of the houses which were being searched. The investigation did not end 
here, for some Musalmans who had accompanied the police committed oppressions 
even upon women and violated the sanctity of the roons in which the images 
of the gods were kept. The police went away without making a single arrest. 
It was, indeed, difficult to say whether the real object of the police was to arrest 
any body or only to commit oppression. ‘lhe next day the oppressed raiyats 
came to Howrah to seek the protection of the law. Inthe very court-room of 
the Magistrate the police arrested one of the men, named Chandra Kanta 
Mukharji, without a warrant and dragged him away to Domjur. At Domjur, 
it is s1id, he was severely beaten by the police. A relative of Chandra K anta’s, 
Bhuban Mohan Mukharyji, complained to the Magistrate about the treatment to 
which Chandra Kanta had been subjected, but the Magistrate rejected the 
complaint saying that as there was no charge against Chandra Kanta under 
which the police could arrest hin, he could not admit Chandra Kanta’s com. 
plaint against the police. It is a wonder that such oppression should be 
committed under a god-like ruler like Sir Alexander Mackenzie. It is hoped 
that His Honour will order the District Magistrate of Howrah to make a 
thorough enquiry into the whole matter. Maharaja Jotindra Mohan Tagore and 
the Raja of Dighapatia, the Zamindars of Domjur, should help the poor raiyats 
in obtaining redress for their wrongs. 


5. The Murshidabad Hitaisht of the 23rd September tells the Murshidabad 


| a . police to take care that it is not as adversely criti- 

ene idan loot ncoot. © cised by the Inspector-General of Police in future 
nspector-General’s last report. . . : io ni 

as it has been in his last report. ‘Jo facilitate the 

detection of criminals a special detective officer should be appointed in each 

district. Not only will such an officer help in the actual detection of criminals, 

but he will serve as a teacher of the district police in this line of police work. 

The Inspector-General is alive to the evil effects of showing favour to incom- 

petent persons and of treating deserving officers with neglect. But no good 

will be done so long as the district authorities do not see that. 
6. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 26th September observes that 
the Government having failed to put down murder 


in Backergunge has now disarmed that district. 
Those who have some experience of the state of things in Barisal well know 


that the recrudescence of murder in Barisal is due solely to the inefficiency of 
the police. The Barisal police 1s not a match for that turbulent district. But 
the recommendation of the p lice has been given effect to. ‘lhe measure is not 
likely to practically put a stop to the crime, although it may look very well in 
the Annual Police Report. ‘lhe badmashes will never be in want of guns; they 
will secretly keep and use them, and will not be detected. Are not firearms 
very easily smuggled into’ the frontier territories? aaa will make the 
Government wiser, and it will have to revoke its measure. 
7. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 30th September says that 
the son of one Babu Aghornath Ghosh, a boy of 
Kidnapping of children inCal- 5° wag kidnapped on the 27th August last from 
eutta. 5 : 

Ananda Khan’s Lane in Calcutta. Aghornath has 
made every possible effort to recover his child. He has notified the loss of his 
child to every thana within the town and the suburbs. He has applied more 
than once to the Commissioner of the Calcutta Police. He has published a 
description of his child’s cig 6 He has proclaimed a reward of tis. 100, 
and all these means failing, he has at last applied to the Lieutenant-Governor. 
Aghornath states in his petition to the Lieutenant-Governor that other children 
besides his own have been kidnapped in Calcutta. What a terrible state of 
things! Cases of kidnapping of girls are frequently heard of. Kidnapped girls 
are sold in Kast Bengal as well as to prostitutes in Calcutta and elsewhere. 
Professional beggars are also said to kidnap children and to bring them up in 
their own profession. Itis said that there are head-beggars in Caleutta, who 
have a large number of juvenile beggars under them. These little beggars bring 
the alms they receive to these chiefs who, in return, supportthem. Pick- pockets, 
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too, are said to kidnap boys in order to bring them up to their own way of life, 
Low-class people sometimes adopt kidnapped children as their own. Aghor- 
nath’s wife is almost frantic with grief for the loss of her child. Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie is a kind man and a father of children. It is hoped that he wij] 
issue orders directing every police officer to make every possible effort to 
recover Aghornath’s child, and to prevent the kidnapping of children in 
future. , 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


8. Referring to the conduct of Mr. Hamilton, Subdivisional Officer of 
North Lakhimpur, in Assam, in striking a witness 
by flinging a paper-weight at him, the Murshidubad 
Hitaishi of the 23rd September says that Sir Alexander Mackenzie should 
adequately punish such a rude officer and warn him. About ten years ago a 
Cantonment Magistrate of Dum-Dum beat one of his amla so cruelly that the 
man became insensible. ‘Ihe then Lieutenant-Governor had the officer 
transferred to the army. It is officers like these who oblige the people to lose 
all respect for the British Government. 

9. The Jttavadi of the 25th September has heard some serious charges 

against Kabu Govinda Chandra Basak, Munsif of 

Babu Gobinda Chandra Basak, Kagba, in the Tippera district. The Munsif is said 

——— to show undue favour to a particular pleader, 

That pleader, it is said, was allowed to plead in three cases instituted by Ram- 
dulal Chaudhuri without having signed any vaka/atnama. 

The vublic are not also satisfied with the way in which the Munsif is 
exercising his Small Cause Court powers. Jn Nabinchandra Saha versus 
Shalya Bewa and others, suit No. 1077 of this year, he ordered a seizure of 
immuveable property in anticipation of judgment, a procceding which is illegal 
under the Small Cause Courts Act. 

The Munsif has appointed one Rebaticharan De, a man whom he himself 
brought from Dacca only a short time ago, as a peon of his Court in preference 
to candidates who are residents of the place. Other peons of his Court have 
to act as guards also; but the Munsif has exempted Rebaticharan from this 
duty. 

"The Munsif also unnecessarily harasses parties. The rent suit instituted 
by Nabinchandra Chakravarti against Chandgazi Chaukidar has, for instance, 
been postponed by him seven times. 

The writer has received various other complaints against the Munsif, but 
refrains from publishing them for the present. It is hoped that the Munsif will 
be more cautious in future. 

10. Acorrespondent of the same paper says that on the evening of the 16th 

: August last, the palanquin of Babu Asutosh Lahiri, 

pa, cree of failure. of justice at naib of the Eghora zamindari cutchery of Maharani 
—r Swarnamayi, stopped in front of the Assensole 
thana. According to the practice of the Raj family, a gun was fired as soon as 
the palanquin was set down on the ground. Mr. Highet, the local District 
Engineer of the East Indian Railway Company, was at that time driving by in © 
his tom-tom. Seeing a native fire a gun, he turned back his carriage, and 
in alighting from it whipped the man, whose name is Iswar Roy, and 
turned back towards his carriage; but he again returned, and _ striking 
the man a second time with his whip again and again, snatched away his 
gun from him. Mr. Highet is said to have asked the man before whipping 
him a second time:—‘‘ Whose gun is this, and who are yon?” to which 
he replied that the gun was Maharani Swarnamayi's, and he was a barkandasz 
of hers. The barkanduz told the naib, weeping, what had happened. The 
naib was then sitting with the Sub-Inspector of the thana. He got Iswar’s 
deposition recorded at the thana, and requested the Sub-Inspector to ascertain 
who it was who had maltreated him in that way. The Sub-Inspector traced 
Mr. Highet to the bungalow of the Doctor Sabib and questioned him abvut the 
gun. Mr. Highet at first denied all knowledge of the fact, but afterwards 
made over to the Sub-Inspector the gun which he had broken in two. He then 
age privately to the Magistrate of Raniganj that his horse huving shied at 
the firing of a gun, to the great danger of his life, he had snatched away the 


A Magistrate striking a witness. 
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gun which he had thought of making over 'to the —- oh his way back from 
the Doctor’s bungulow. On receipt of the letter, the Magistrate ordered the 
police to produce Iswar before him. But he seems to have passed no orders 


whatever on the report previously made by the police about the affair. Iswar,: 


too, on his part, instituted proceedings against Mr. Highet, 

On the 1st September last, the case against Iswar came on for hearing. 
Iswar’s pleader asked permission to cross-examine the complainant, Mr. Highet. 
The Magistrate at first refused to grant permission, on the ground that if that 
was done, Mr. Highet would be detained to his great inconvenience. But 
after much pressing on the pleader’s part he permitted the latter to ask the 
complainant a few questions. After hearing the deposition of Mr. Highet 
and of his syce and grasscutter, the Magistrate fined Iswar Rs. 10. The 
defendant’s deposition was not taken; nor was any witness on his side 
examined. ‘The case pending against Mr. Highet was then dismissed. 

The Editor remarks that he does not know whether the statements made 
by the correspondent are true or false, and publishes them only because he 
thinks an enquiry into the matter necessary. | 

11. The peta" 4 the 26th September says that Musalmans 

would like it very much that Musalman Deput 

Pl © ren vance ioe * Magistrates should be placed in charge of pad 

. divisions which are inhabited mostly by Musalmana, 
not only because Musalman Deputy Magistrates are able more easily than 
Hindu Magistrates to settle all religious and social disputes among Musalmans,, 
but also because they can more easily maintain peace among a Muhammadan 
population. ‘The writer is, therefore, glad to find that Syud Ali Ollaha Saheb, 
zamindar of Kushtia, in the Nadia district, is endeavouring to get a Musalman 
Deputy Magistrate posted to that subdivision. : 


(d)— Education, 


12. The .Hitavadi of the 25th September says that the Native Press 


i iil iia unanimously recommended Dr. R. L. Dutt for the 


yet Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s Government has, one knows not why, consi- 
dered the claims of Dr. E. G. Russell superior. 

13. The same paper has heard a serious charge against a teacher of the 
Howrah Municipal School. The school is likely 
A setions shone, against * to suffer if the school authorities hush up the matter 
teacher of the Mowral municipe’ instead of handing over the guilty teacher to the 
police. The local Municipal Commissioners should 

not wink at the thing. . ! 
14. The Sanjivani of the 26th September complains that the Government 
i . has done great injustice to the native members of 
the Medical College. ~~=s*=<C:*‘«é «Covenant Medical Service by not appointing 
7 Dr. R. L. Dutt to succeed to the post of Dr. 
McConnell. Dr. E. G. Russell, the new incumbent, is in no way superior to 
Dr. R. L. Dutt, nor has he any superior claim to the post. Dr. R..L. Dutt has 
several times acted in Dr. McConnell’s place in the Medical College, and during 
his brief tenure of office as a Professor, he gave signal proof not only of his 
erudition, .but also of his great proficiency as a physician. Both Dr. Russell 
and Dr. Dutt are of 24 years’ standing, but the latter entered the Bengal 
Service on the Ist December 1862, whilst the former entered it on the 3rd 
February 1873. Dr. Dutt acted as a Professor in the Medical College, but 
Dr. Russell never acted in that capacity. Dr. Dutt’s skill as a physician is in 
no way inferior to that of Dr. Russell. The iatter, moreover, is only an M.B., 
while the former isan M.D. It is true that in the Civil List Dr. Russell’s name 
is placed over that of. Dr. Dutt; but all things considered, Dr. Dutt is the 
better man. Why, then, has his just claim been ignored ? The Head of the 
Indian Medical Service may have been guided by partiality and race prejudice 
in making the selection, but how could the Government of India, guided as it is 
by the just amd conscientious Home Membor, Mr: Woodburn, sanction this 
appointment ? If seniority weighed im Dr,.Russell’s favour, why, there are 


spine post of Second Physician in the Calcutta Medical 
College, a post in which the doctor had twice officiated with great credit, and. 
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efficient native members of the Covenanted Medical Service who are even 
Dr. Russell’s seniors. There is Dr. Kalipada Gupta who has been 27 years 
in the service. But it is not seniority but favouritism which has been at 
the root of the selection. Dr. Goodeve Chakrabarty and Dr. Chandra were 
ornaments of the Indian Medical Service, and Dr. Dutt would have supplied 
their place if he had been appointed to the Professorship of the Medical College 
How will the Bengalis fare if the Government is at every step guided by race 
prejudice and partiality ? 

15. The Dacca Prakash of the 27th September has the following :— 

There is a chronic scarcity of water in Dacca, 
and people in many places are, so to speak, being 
decimated by drinking foul and poisonous water, 
Populous towns have become deserts. The thirsty people have repeatedly 
drawn the District Board’s attention to their suffermgs, but in vain. It wag 
expected that the Lieutenant-Governor’s instructions to the District Boards 
would bear fruit. But the Dacca District Board remains stubbornly indifferent, 
and our expectation remains far from being fulfilled. 

A large portion of the District Board’s income is spent on primary educa- 
tion—an education, that is, which has proved a source of unmitigated evil to 
the children of the lower classes by turning them into fashionable Babus, by 
destroying the indigenous arts and industries and by increasing the poverty 
of the country. The District Board cannot curtail the expenditure on primary 
education, fearing lest that should offend the Government, which is bent upon 
promoting that education. The Lieutenant-Governor lately — his 
dissatisfaction at the very large expenditure on education made by the Mymen- 


Expenditure on primary educa- 
tion in the Dacca district. 


singh District Board, and itis a pity that the Dacca District Board has not 
profited by Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s timely warning. ‘The Dacca District 
Board’s expenditure on education is proportionately much larger than that of 
the Mymensingh District Board. There is sure.to be an annual saving of 
Rs. 15,000 under this head if the Dacca District Board spends on education 
in the same proportion as the Mymensingh District Board. The money 
thus saved may, to a large extent, remove water-scarcity and check the 


rapid increase of mortality in Dacca. If Sir Alexander Mackenzie has 
expressed his dissatisfaction at the Mymensingh District Board’s large expendi- 
ture on education, he is sure to condemn the much larger expenditure on that 
account made by the Dacca District Board and its comparatively small expendi- 
ture on water-supply. The dissatisfaction of the Lieutenant-Governor will 
not certainly bode well to the District Board. 


The following table shows that the Dacca District Board’s expenditure on 
education is extravagant. The table gives the names of the District Boards in 


Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, and the proportion borne by the expenditure on 
primary education made by each to its income :— 


Names Percentage Names 
of District of of District 
rds, expenditure, Boardss 


Burdwan 21:4 Faridpur 
Birbhum 15°4 Backergunge 
Bankura . 800 Tippera 
| ane: ore fs Noakbali 
ooghly : Chittagon 
Howrah Patna . | , 
Gaya 
Shahabad 
Saran 
Champaran 
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possess very few high-class schools. In districts in which there are many high- 
class schools, os schools are not much wanted, for the subjects which are 


taught in the latter are far better taught in the lower classes of the former. A — 


large number of primary echools in a district is @ sign of its backwardness, and 
does not necessarily reflect much credit upon it. In advanced districts like 
Nadia, Hooghly, nie { the 24-Parganas, the expenditure on primary education is 
very small. 

But the manner in which primary education is imparted in the Dacca 
district is highly objectionable. In Vikrampur there ars 5 or 6 primary 
schools in one villag:, while in other parts of the district not even one school 
is to be found within twelve miles. Do not the people of these parts pay 
taxes? The cause of this anomaly is not far to seek. ‘The inspecting pandits 
are at the root of this anomaly ‘They are paid an allowance of four annas for 
every school they inspect, and it is their interest to have many schools within 
a short distance of each other ‘The native village, for instance, of an inspect- 
ing pandit is Hasara. ‘There are six primary schools in that village, and in the 
adjoining village, Sholghar, there are five. ‘This multiplicity of primary schools 
is an unmitigated evil. Ina pres where there are many primary schools, no 
high school can prosper, and the cause of education necessarily suffers. It is 
simply through a mercenary motive that primary schools are opened in a place 
where there is a high school in which high as well as primary education is im- 

arted. A Jarge number of primary schools in a place is also a drain upon the 
District Board. The District Board, it is true, does not aid a pathsala which 
does not send up boys who can successfully pass the examination. In a place 
where there are many pathsalas opened by a single individual, the good boys of 
one pathsa‘a are transferred to a new pathsala, and the District Board is induced 
to grant an aid toit. The Dacca District Board is in this way cheated of thirty 
thousand rupees a year by unscrupulous men opening primary schools for the 
sake of gain. Is there no means of putting a stop to this anomaly ? 


16. A Tangail correspondent of the same paper complains of the conduct 
of Babu Mathuranath Chatterji, Assistant Inspector 
of Schools, Eastern Circle. Chiles his inspection 
| of the Santosh Jahnavi School in Tangail, in the 
Mymensingh district, he examined the teachers along with the boys. He asked 
the head-master and the teachers of Mathematics and History to lecture to 
the boys in his presence. Now, these teachers are all distinguished graduates of 
the Caloutta University, and their efficiency is proved by the fact that a boy 
from this school stood first in the Entrance Examination. What reason, then, 
had the Assistant Inspector to subject them to the ignominy of an examination ? 
Has Mathura Babu forgotten the case of Mr. Prothero? The attention of the 
Inspector of Schools, Eastern Circle, should be drawn to the conduct of his 
Assistant. 


17. The Sulabh Dainik of the 30th September cannot understand why 
even under the Presidentship of a worthy man 
ame Central Text-Book Com- Jike Justice Gurudas Banerji, the Central Text- 
Book Committee is failing to do its duty properly 
and uprightly. The text-book in Bengali Literature, which has been appointed 
for the next Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examination, is so stiff that it may be 
doubted whether many members of the Committee themselves can explain many 
of the passages contained in it. The way in which the Committee is doing its 
work is depriving its members of the confidence of the public. 


The Assistant Inspector of 
Schools, Eastern Circle. 


‘e)—Local Self-Government and Municipol Administration. 


18. The Charu Mihir of the 21st September requests the Commissioner of 

; : the Dacca Division to enquire into the conduct of 

MR Pair 3 9 sgrinss Se District the District Engineer of Mymensingh, who wanted 
eee ee 2 to dismiss one Sitanath Chakravarti, a clerk in the 
Public Works Department of the District Board, because, being ill, the man 
applied for leave. The District Engineer’s object in proposing to dismiss this 
‘man was to give his post to one Khagendra Nath Chatterji, a protege of his own, 
who lives in his house. He was foiled, however, by the Inspector of Local 
Works, who refused to sanction the dismissal, without cause, of a Board’s 
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all his subordinates. i i — | 
19. A correspondent of the Murshidabad Hitatsht of the 23rd September 
igns the falling off in the income of the Barug 
and Chandpur cattle-pounds, in the Murshidabad 
district, to the establishment of two new pounds at 
Beldanga and Maniknagar, respectively, under private management. The Dis- 
trict Board should not suffer its loss sileutly, but should make an enquiry and 
do the needful. 

20. <Al-Punch of the 24th September draws the attention of Government 
to the bad sanitation and filthy condition of the 
Patna Municipality and to the objectionable practice 
followed by that municipality of depositing street-sweepings in Muhammadan 
burial-grounds. 

21. The Hitavadi of the 25th September says that ~ —_ — are 

ia not satisfied with the way in which the Magistrate. 
———e le. Chairman of the local ” Municipalit is doing his 
work. The Chairman has pulled down a large number of light-posts and 
thereby afforded increased facilities for theft. There are more serious charges 
against the Municipality. A Brahman asked the Municipality for permission to 
build a house. Six months elapsed and yet he received no permission. He 
then built a house. The Municipality then served him with a notice requiring 
him to pull down the house. The Brahman wrote in reply that he was not 
bound, under the law, to pull down the house. But the Municipality would not 
hear him. The Brahman then instituted a suit in the Subordinate Judge’s 
Court. ‘The Court issued an injunction requiring the Municipality to put off the 
demolition of the building till judgment was passed in the suit. But the 
municipal officers refused to receive the injunction on the plea that it had come 
after office hours, A second injunction was issued ; but this too was returned 
on the saine plea and the house was demolished in two hours. This highhanded 
act has created a terror at Arrah. Av enquiry should be made into the matter. 

22. Mukhtars Abdul Kader Miya, Abdul Malek and Abdul Aziz Molla, 
Muharrir Golam Rabbani and one Abdur Rauf 
Chowdhury, residents of Madaripur in the Faridpur 
district, communicate the following to the Mihir-o- 
Sudhakar of the 26tk September :— 

At the meeting of the Madaripur Local Board, which was held on the 
10th September last, with the object of drawing up a budget for the ensuin 
year, the Vice-Chairman, Babu Pyari Mohan Banerji, announced that he ha 


decided to distribute the money at the Board’s disposal in the following 
manner :— 


servant of 17 years’ approved service. The District Enginber‘is said to-ill treat 


Two cattle-pounds in the Mur- 
shidabad district. 


The Patna Municipality. 


The Madaripur Local Board in 
the Faridpur district. 


Palang thana 
Madaripur ... ves 
Sibchar ane saa 
Kotalipara ... ion 
Gopalganj ... ve 


Most of the members objected to this apportionment; and Babu Pratap 
Chandra Ghosh, member for the Madaripur thana, in particular, objected to the 
small allotment made to his thana on the ground that out of the seven hundred 
rupees allotted, three hundred and fifty rupees would go to meet the cost of 
works executed in the current year, and the remaining three hundred and fifty 
rupees would be too small for works to be undertaken, He was supported by 
four members. Thus pressed, the Vice-Chairman, in the vanity of his new office, 
swaggered out that he had the power to give the whole amount at the Board’s 
disposal to his own thana of Palang without allotting anything to any other 
thana. Pulin Babu said he could not do that if the members kept their eyes 
opeo. The Vice-Chairman again swaggered out that he could do it even if the 
members were wide awake. _ The secret of the Viee-Chairman’s partiality for the 
Palang thana is that he is a native of that thana and has his dwelling-house 
there. He wants to. convince the people of his: native of his im ce 


by constructing a road near his.h high. 
hamself, he has not. done. at bis own ee Rouges cneceasial eee 


; 
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Most of the members then decided to reduce the allotment for the Palang 


thana by one hundred rupees and to increase the Madaripur allotment by that 
amount. One Munhi Abdul Jubbar,a Mukhtar, who was present at the meeting 
with a petition, objected even to this. ‘Thereupon, at the Vice-Chairman’s 
instigation, Babu Harihar Rai Chaudhuri, a member, ordered him to leave the 
room, and threatened to have him turned out if he did not. Abusive language 


was also used to the Munshi, and he was threatened with prosecution under . 


section 448 and for obstructing a public servant in the discharge of his duties. 
After this the meeting proceeded to distribute the allotments among the 
works to be undertaken. This was deceitfully done, as atthe commencement 
of the meeting most of the outsiders, who had come with petitions setting forth 
the wants of particular places, had been sent away on the assurance that distri- 
bution to particular works would not be made that day. It is hoped that the 
authorities will keep an eye on the proceedings of this Local Board, orit will do 
more wischief than good to the people of the Madaripur subdivision. 
23. The same paper is glad to find that the Sanitary Commissioner has 
+ sclinh senda directed his attention to the improvement of the 
—_ To mu health of the mufassal municipalities. But the line 
on which he has set to work is not calculated to 
lead to good results. Bad drainage, and not the custom. prevalent among the 
mufassal Musalmans of burying their dead bodies near their dwelling-places 
is the real cause of malarial fever. The writer had lately occasion to visit the 
Basirhat peng owe in the 24-Parganas district. All the four or five days 
he stayed there, he found the roads and lanes lying under water in which were all 
sorts of vegetable matter in a state of decomposition, and jute steeped in every 


hole by roadside containing a little water, which gave out the most offensive 


smell. Whilst the drainage of the municipality is in this condition, it is busy 
making an income for itself by assigning a Saar sponte for the Musalmans, 
for which there seems to be no necessity. 
24. A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 26th September complains 
init tial that there is water-scarcity in Bansbaria, in the 
tho acehy Gawia. ’ Hooghly district. There isa very small quantity 
of foul water in the tanks and ponds. People are 
fetching water from*the Hooghly. Timely arrangements should be made for 
water-supply. 
25. The Banguvasi of the 26th September talks of impending water-scar- 
city. The Bhagirathi is fast going down. Tanks 
_ The impending water-scar- ond deels are exhausted. Jute cannot be washed 
ow for want of water. The recent rains have only 
‘served to cool down the atmosphere. One shudders to think how people will 
fare inthe summer. The Lieutenant-Governor should take timely steps to 
revent a water-famine. Mancan live upon grass fora few days, but he cannot 
a without water for a single day. 


26. The Som Prakash of the 28th September complains of mismanagement 
in connection with the Santipur ferry. There is 
not a sufficient number of boats at the ferry ghdt. 
The passengers are landed anywhere and everywhere, Men and cattle are 
sometimes ferried together. People have to wait two or three hours in an 
open space before they are ferried. Passengers are often made to pay higher 
fares fe what should be charged upon them. 


The Santipur ferry. 


(9)— Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


27. The Aitavud: of the 25th September publishes a complaint by a 
correspondent to the effect that the central and 

woz inconvenient arrangement st third platforms at the Sealdah Station having been 
ae respectively assigned to the Bengal Central and 
Southern Bengal lines, female passengers intending to travel on those lines have 
to go a long and circuitous way from the refreshment-room in order to get into 
trains. This is not only a source of inconvenience, but also a probable source 


of danger, seeing that many brutal people travel by rail. The best way of 
removing this inconvenience is to consfruct an overbridge direct from the 


refreshment-room to the two platforms. 


Mrurm-0-SoDHAK aR, 
Sept. 26th, 1896. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Sept. 26th, 1896. 
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Sept. 26th, 1896. 
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Sept. 25th, 1896, 
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HrtavaDl. 
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The Editor adds that the inconvenience resulting in this way is all the 
ter, because none but those who have got tickets are allowed on the central 
and third platforms. Thus, those males who want to see female relatives off 
cannot go to the platforms, and many of them are therefore obliged: to purchase 
tickets simply with the view of coming on the platform. If the object of the 
railway officers be to prevent overcrowding, it can be gamed by issuing plat- 
form tickets. 
28. Another correspondent of the same paper: complains that on the 8th 
September last two female relatives of his were 
travelling by down train No. 8 in charge of his 
eousm, Basantkumar Maitra. The carnage they were in was one provided 
with @ vacuum pipe, and such a carriage was used that day on the line for the 
first time. No notice hed also been given of the use and action of the pipe. 
At the train neared the Ramnagar station, the roy 28 of my two female 
relatives caught hold, from youthful restlessness, of the handle of the pipe, and 
no sooner this been done than the pipe acted, and the train was stopped. 
A great sensation was created. Everybody got down to ree what the matter 
was, andthesimple explanation of the occurrence was found at last. ‘lhe guard, 
however, took the act for a serious offence, and threatened to hand over m 
female relative to the police, and on reaching Poradaha, carried out his threat. 
My cousin gave our address, but the police refused to accept it as untrust- 
worthy. They were in this way detained till evening, when they were released 
on furnishing a security of Rs. 100. The next day the case was tried by the 
Subdivisional Officer of Kushtia, who inflicted a fine of Re. 1. 
The Editor remarks that the authorities should enquire about this com- 
plaint, and if it be found true, should punish the guilty officers. 
29. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that the con- 
veniences of female passengers are not at all 
a attended to on the Katwa-Murshidabad line 
steamers of Messrs. Hoare, Millerand Company. There areno separate quarters 
for third-class male and female passengers. This is very distressing to the 
latter, and especially distressing at night when wicked men take liberties with 
them under cover of darkness. Second-class accommodation for female 
passengers consists of two benches facing each other and enclosed by thick 
screens which completely shut out the air. Second-class female passengers, 
who have to pay double the third-class fare, are thus more uncomfortable than 
even third-class passengers. Cabin accommodatiou should be provided for these 
passengers. Drunkards are admitted into the steamers to the great annoyance 
of the other passengers, and the steamer officers and crew distress young 
female passengers by their insolent ogling. | 
30. A correspondent of the Barisal Hitaisht of the 25th September says 
Reconstruction of a bridge that the neglect of the Backergunge District Board 
wanted in the Backergunge dis- in re constructing the bridge over the canal, which 
trict. lies between the steamer station and Patharhat, 
within the jurisdiction of the Mehendiganj thana, is seriously inconveniencing 
the residents on the station side, who have to make all their purchases at 
Patharhat, which is the market of the place. The presence of crocodiles in the 
canal has made it exceedingly dangerous for people tocross it. The other day 
a boy was killed by one of these animals. 
31. The Hitaishi of the 29th September says that Mr. J. Findon, District 


Mr. Findon, District Trafic -¥affic Superintendent, East Indian Railway, -is 
Superintendent, East Indian Rail. committing no end of eulm and zubberdusti on his 
way. subordinate clerks and menials. For trivial faults 
he fines the poor clerks and menial servants a week’s pay, besides abusing, 


kicking and beating them! It is hoped that the Traffic Manager will make an 
equiry into Mr. Findon’s conduct. bacg 


A railway complaint. 


Tee General. 


32. The Charu Mihir of the 21st September says that everybody will be 

fe. Cotton's promotion glad to hear that Mr. Cotton will be appointed 

we Chief Commissioner of Assam. His love for this 

country has made him everybody’s favourite, and it is hoped that he will in 
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time be appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. Assam looks to him for the 
removal of many of her grievances. _ js 

33. The Dacca Gaz:tte of the 2lst September is glad to learn that 
Mr. Cotton has been promoted to the Assam Chief 
Commissionership. With his broad sympathy with 
) the people he is no doubt sure to remove many of 
the grievances of the Assam people. The Assam people are certainly very 
fortunate in having a man like Mr. Cotton for their ruler. : 

34, The Aitavadi of the 25th September says that the country has no 
grown richer, as 18 sufficiently shown by the wails 
that are rising on all sides, and yet the proceeds of 
the income-tax last’ year exceeded those of the 
preceding year by nearly two lakhs of rupees. It is therefore clear that oppres- 
sion must have been committed in realising the tax. Indeed, the tax is levied 
from persons with annual incomes under Rs. 500. The writer has always 
recommended that the minimum assessable income should be fixed at Rs. 1,000. 
If this is done, the agitation against the tax will diminish. Even in wealthy 
England the minimum assessable income is Rs. 2,000, 


35. The Sulabh Daintk of the 26th September writes as follows :— 


| Government does not treat its petty servants 
Pinned i petty servants of ith sufficient consideration as segueds chair pay. 
To take the case of postal runners first. In 
towns these men have to traverse whole streets thrice every day, and in the 
mufassal they have to traverse whole villages as a day’s work. But what is the 
pay they receive from Government? A pay varying from Rs. 7 to Rs, 10. 
Out of this pay is deducted the cost of their uniforms. A man cannot in these 
days maintain himself with less than Rs. 5 per month. He must have besides 
clothes and defray other indipensable expenses. A postal runner can thus 
hardly save more than a rupee or two every month for the support of his family. 
But is this sum adequate for the support of a family ? 


Constables fare no better. They receive a pay of Ra. 8, out of which i8 
deducted the cost of their uniforms. They have therefore to keep watch all 


night, and to brave every kind of weather on one meal a day. Does not the sad 
lot of these men excite the pity of Government? 


Durwans, chaprasis and paharawallas are in the same boat. In order to ek® 
out a subsistence, these men are obliged to resort to unfair means. 


Government, perhaps, thinks that it is doing its duty by these petty servants, 
by allowing them enough to support themselves. But no one accepts service for 


only his own support. Every man in this country has other mouths to feed 
besides his own. | 


- Aman cannot support himself and family for anything less than Rs. 15 


per month, and to every one of its petty servants, Government should allow a 
pay of that amount. ) ee 


Government and its sycophants will perhaps exclaim—‘“ What! allow a pay 
of Rs. 15 to men who now receive only Rs. 8!” But let not Government 
startle. It can allow its poor servants that increase of salary without incurring 
any additional expenditure | | 


First class Deputy Magistrates now receive Rs. 800 per month, Even 
after spending money on luxuries, and, if may be, on vices, these officers cat 
make savings out of their princely pay. Would it therefore be causing any 
serious hardship to them to reduce the pay of these officers by Rs. 50 or so? 
The Civilians, again, receive enormous salaries, and retire to their native country 
with quitea fortune. Something can certainly be deducted from their sal 
without causing any serious hardship. Something can also be deducted from 
the pay of every educational officer drawing a salary of over Rs. 50 a month. 
A high officer of Government wastes money on a thousand luxuries and vices, 
nay, plays, as it were, at ducks and drakes with money, while a petty Govern- 
ment servant cannot so much as get food enough to satisfy his hunger! By the 
one a reduction of his pay by a few rupees will hardly be felt, while to the other 
an increase of his pay by a few rupees will mean a comfortable subsistence 
assurred for life. 


Mr. Cotton’s promotion to the 
Assam Chief Commissionership. 


Oppression in realising the 
income-tax. 
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It may be objected that reduction of psy will impair the efficiency of the 
higher service. But has not the pay of the Judges of the High Court been 
diminished, and are not able men still available for the High Court Bench? 

36. The Bangavast of the 26th September observes that the whole 

aii tion to the BeWSspaper press of Bengal is elated with joy at 
Chik Commuadinaaan. Mr. Cotton’s appointment to the Chief a 
missionership of Assam. Mr. Cotton is a clever 

man, learned and able. It is, however, not known how he will fare in the 
Assam climate. The temper of an Englishman in this country depends, to a 
large extent, on the climate in which he lives. It often happens that 
an English official who is known in Calcutta for cheerfulness and suavity of 
manners turns out an abusive and cruel tyrant in Behar. May one expect Mr, 
Cotton to put a check upon tea-garden oppression or improve the present 
agrarian system in Assam ! | 

37. Referring to the proposed creation of a new Commissionership, the 
same paper observes that it will entail an yearly 
expenditure of forty thousand rupees, and the Ben- 
oil Goverament will have to supply this money. 
The Government, however, pleaded poverty when the thirsty people cried out 
for water, and said that it could but partially help them with money, and they 
must find out money themselves by levying a tax on religious processions. 


The proposed creation of a new 
Commissionership. 


' Forty thousand rupees per year spent for five years might improve the water- 


supply in Bengal. But the — is that the people are busy in merry-making 
and with a political barwart, while the Government is totally ignorant of the 


state of things in the country. Let the poor Bengalis die as helplessly as 


worms and insects. 
38. The inhabitants of Bundu, a village in the Ranchi district, write in 
: ss the same paper, complaining that the local lac 
aye galing of water ina village in factories let out their filthy water into the adjoin- 
e Ranchi district. ° 
ing bundk. .The bundh water has consequently 
become foul. As its water is used by the people of the locality, it has become 
a cause of insanitation. ‘The villagers applied to the authorities, but in vain. 
The Deputy Commissioner ordered that the factories should be erected ata 
distance of five hundred yards from the village, but his order has not been 
carried out. 
39. The Sanjivani of the 26th September learns from a correspondent of 


the Amrita Bazar Patriku that Babu Mahim 
An Extra Assistant Commis- 


sioner wrongly dismissed. Chandra Chakravarti, an Extra Assistant Commis- 


sioner of Assam, has been dismissed after a service 
of 22 years on the suspicion that he paid a high rate of compensation for lands 
acquired for the Assam-Bengal Railway. No open inquiry, if any, was made 
into the charge preferred against him, and he was condemned unheard. The 
Chief Secretary to the Assam Government wrote to Mahim Babu that if he 
aid the sum said to be in excess of the compensation which ought to have 
een paid, the Government would consider the question of paying him a pen- 
sion, Upon this Mahim Babu borrowed the amount demanded from him, and 
deposited it in the Government Treasury. But the Chicf Secretary is now 
quite silent about the matter, and Mahim Babu has got no reply to his letter to 
that functionary. Mahim Babu has now petitioned the India Government, 
praying for justice. It is to be hoped that he will get it at the hands of the 
iceroy. , 

A similar case occurred in Assam some time ago. A European officer in 
Assam paid high compensation to a tea-planter for land acquired from him, 
This officer, however, was neither dismissed nor was he made to pay any 

enalty. He was let off with a warning, and was transferred to the Sadar. 
lahim Babu being a native, has been differently treated. Mr. Ward will soon 
give up the reins of the Assam Government. If he does not right the wrong 
perpetrated on Mahim Babu, he will leave a blot on bis Assam administration. 
40. The same paper observes that surveying should be abolished as 4 
Suavestiis in the ‘Muieateen subject of the examination for the selection of 
Executive Service Examination. candidates for the Subordinate Executive Service. 
This subject is the greatest stumbling-block in the 


way of the examinees. They have no opportunity to get a practical training 
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in surveying. Surveying instruments are vee A and ‘ate not available to 
them. They have consequently to oe entirely on. books, but the smatter- 
ing book-knowledge of the subject which they can acquire does not stand them 
in good stead in the examination in which their practical knowledge of the 
subject is tested. The candidates are asked to answer questions regarding the 
adjustment and geometrical principles of theodolite level and pocket sextant 
with which no Deputy Magistrate or Deputy Collector has anything to do in 
the course of his service. In revenue survey these instruments are quite out 
of place. There is only one college in Bengal, namely, the Sibpur Engineer- 
ing College, in which there are facilities for the teaching of surveying, but the 
examinees cannot possibly avail themselves of those facilities. The Government 
should either abolish surveying a8 a subject of examination, or should lay 
down that the candidates should be examined only in the principles of revenue 
survey. If, however, the Government insists on a thorough knowledge of 
surveying on the part of a successful candidate, it should make it obligatory 
on him to read for some time in the Sibpur Engineering College and get a 
thorough training in surveying. 
41. The Manager of the Muhammadan Library in Santipur, Nadia, writes Mmm-o-SvpHaxar, 
in the Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 26th September to  Sert. 26th, 1896. 
say that he has received complaints from the sub- 
scribers to the book called Muanarst Mansur to the effect that copies of the 
book, though posted to their address, have not been received by them. Shaikh 
Sojat Ali Ahmad of Tubgram, post-office Amarul, district Burdwan, sent the 
Manager 4 annas 6 pies in ge > stamps enclosed in a letter, but that letter 
has not yet been received. Probably the letter disappeared from the posting 
office. A copy of the book was posted to the address of Shaikh Hedatulla 
Saheb, Petlanepara, Cooch Behar, but was not received by him. Such irre- 
gularities are very common in regard to letters, &c., sent to the villages, the 
village postmen either destroying or throwing away articles which have to be 
carried to distant places, or sending them by the hand of irresponsible people. 
42. One Serajuddin Ahmad of Sholaghar, in the Vikrampur pargana of Mmm-o-Supmaxas. 
the Dacca district, writes in the same paper to 
complain that a number of relatives of the late 
Babu Abhay Charan Das, Personal Assistant to the Commissioner of the Dacca 
Division, who are members of the Provincial or Subordinate Executive Service, 
have been posted tothe Faridpur district, though they are natives of Lone 
Sinha, a village within the jurisdiction of the Palang thanain that district. 
Babu Suryya Kumar Das, a nephew of the late Abhay Babu, isa Deputy 
Magistrate in the Sadar of the district; anda close relation of his, Babu 
Nikhil Nath Sarkar, is another Deputy in the Sadar. Babu Harendra Kumar 
Ghosh, Subdivisional Officer of Madaripur, is a son-in-law of Abhay Babu, and 
a brother-in-law of one of his sons. Babu Ananda Chandra Basu, Sub-Deputy 
Magistrate of Kalkini, is Suryya Babu’s brother-in-law. Not only are Suryya 
Babu and his cousins natives of the district, but they have large zamindaris 
here, which form the subject-matter of many law suits just now going on. 
Under these circumstances, it is not advisable to keep members or relatives of | 
the family in executive posts in the district. 7 : 
43. ‘In noticing a book on the Indians in South Africa by Mr. Gandhi, the pynar-o-sanacuar 
Dainik-o- Samachar Chandrika, of the 28th September — CH#4NDaIKa, 
The Government of India’s duty writes as follows:— ; Rept. 28th, 1896, 


oo eee ee ee Owing to the European settlers.in South Africa, 
the position of the Indians in that country is becoming increasingly unbearable. 
While the former are enriching themselves by the labour of the Indian cooly, 
they are unwilling to give him, or for the matter of that, the independent 
Indian trader, any rights or privileges. They are extremely -hostile to _ all 
Indians, no matter whether they are independent traders, time-expired coolies, 
artisans or men in private service. What they want is that they should be 
able to enjoy their monopoly of power and privilege and wealth, and to keep 
the Indians in the slavery to which they have reduced the negroes. And it 18 
because these claims are resisted that they are — the screw deeper. and 
adopting increasingly repressive measures against the Indians. The latter a" 
not allowed to enter the Parliaments of the Colonies or enjoy any ,powere 0 


self-government. 


A postal complaint. 


An improperly officered district. 
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The small privileges in that direction which they had hitherto enjoyed 
are about to be taken away. This is being protested against, and the protest 
has reached even the Secretary for the Colonies in England. But beyond 
giving some sweet words that functionary can do nothing, for the European 
settlers in South Africa do not fear the British Government. 


One argument employed by the European settlers fur keeping the Indians 
out of the Colonial Parliaments is that as the former dg not enjoy self-govern- 
ment in their native country, they should not have it in the land of their 
sojourn. But itis a futile argument. The Indian can enter the British Par- 
liament and command an army in Brazil. Why should he, if he possesses 
the requisite fitness, be denied admiseion in the South African Parliaments ? 


But it is not merely political disability as regards admission into Parlia- 
ment or the enjoyment of other self-governing powers that the Indian settlers 
in. Africa panes wh of; they are also subjected to positive oppression and mal- 
treatment at the hands of the European settlers. They are being reduced to 
the position once held by the Helot in Greece and the Negroin America, 
They are oppressed and maltreated all over the country. The Indian is called 
acooly. The Indian clerk is nicknamed the “cooly clerk,” and the Indian 
trader the “cooly trader.” The European settlers set fire to the houses of the 
Indians and enjoy a bonfire. They stone Indians to death and enjoy the sport. 
In the street and on the railway the Indians are insulted and beaten. ‘l'hey must 
not stir out after 9 P.M, on pain of being arrested as thieves. The Indian, 
even if he isa school-master, is causelessly sent to jail. Even the Indian 
woman is not safe. She is spat upon, beaten and otherwise seriously ill-treated. 
Passes and permits are required of them at every step. Even the wealthiest 
Indian trader in Africa is subjected to the grossest indignities. The Courts of 
justice give no remedy. Those that are appointed to look after the welfare of 
the coolies are indifferent and powerless. What can they do when the Gov- 
ernment itself is hostile to the Indians? In the Cape, in Zululand, in Natal, 
the state of things is the same all over the South African Colonies. 


There is no hope of remedy at the hands of the English Government. 
But the Government of India can certainly do, and ought to do, something for 
the Indians in Africa. The Coloniesthere cannot do without Indian labour and 
Indian troops, and in sending Indian cvolies to South Africa, the Government of 
India should take into consideration the oppression to which they are subjected 
by the European settlers. The point to be considered in this connection is 
the danger which the Indian sojourner in South Africa incurs of losing his 
caste. The Indian trader goes there of his own accord, and has himself to 
thank if he incurs the risk, but the responsibility on account of the Indian 
cooly must rest with the Indian Government. The Indians in South Africa 
have lost their caste and are now about to lose their lives. 


44, The Hindi Bangavasi 7 the sur Reptenpher _ wigs that Sir any 
MacDonnell’s impartial rule has terrified those 

North, Western a yn Muhammadan oiltens in the North-Western Pro- 
ing undue favour to their co-reli- yinces, who took a delight in oppressing the Hindus. 
. Some of them are still in the habit of showing un- 
due favour to their co-religionists. ‘The Musalmans of Mainpur lately. made 
pre arations for a ¢azia procession on the foitieth day from the date of the 
arram procession. The local Magistrate, who feared a Hindu-Musalman 
fracas, forbad the Musalmans, by a written order, to do this. A Musalman 
Deputy Collector and a Musalman Naib Tahsildar were sent to the place to see 
that the Musalmans did not violate the Magistrate’s order, These officers came 
soe and sogorind to the Magistrate that the tazias had been taken out under a 
Mos: y sett te between the contending parties, while the fact was that the 
— age cers kept the Hindus in check, while allowing the Musalmans to 
eee sey . On being asked by the Magistrate why his order had 
» the Musalman officers, who do not know English, said that the 


pq pi read out the order to them told them nothing about the prohibition 
off procession. This is a lame excuse on the part of these Musalman 
cers, and they should not gO unpunished. 
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III,—LeaIs.aTive. 
45. The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 22nd September has the following :— 


The Bengal Tenancy Act. vents the landlord from enhancing rent accor 
to his own will and discretion. According to this section the money-rent of 
an occupancy raiyat cannot be enhanced except by a contract in writing 
properly registered, and the rent must not be enhance more than two annas in 
the rupee. This provision is not, of course, applicable to khas mahal lands, and 


the Government has the fullest liberty to enhance the rents of the khas mahal 


raiyats. It has always been a practice with the landlords to sublet their khas 
lands to raiyats at low rents without taking any salami. According to custom, 
no right accrued to the raiyats in such lands, and the zamindars had the fullest 
liberty to take away these lands from the raiyats whenever they chose, and lease 
them out to the raiyats to whom they were at first sublet, or to others, at 
enhanced rents. The Tenancy Act, however, has deprived the zamindars of 
this right, and has not even given them tlie power to lease out such lands at the 
rates of rent at which adjoining lands have been let. The Government has in 
this way clearly deprived the zamindars of a right which they enjoyed for a 
very long time. 

According to the existing law, no occupancy raiyat can be ejected from his 
land. Even a apo te ay raiyat cannot be ejected from his land, except 
under conditions specified in section 44 of the Act. This provision, too, goes 
against the interests of the zamindars, and is not certainly just and equitable. 
The rights of the zamindars ought not to have been leiadeied with, but all the 
provisions in the existing Act concerning the enhancement of rents, and eject- 
ment qf non-occupancy raiyats are favourable to the raiyats, but prejudicial to 
the interests of the landlords. There are provisions, too, in the Act, which 
prevent a raiyat from enhancing the rents of an under-raiyat according to his 
own discretion. Such a practice was, however, never in force in this country, 
and the existing provisions are no doubt unjust and prejudicial to the interests 
of the raiyats. 

The law does not lay down whether the tenure of an occupancy rajyat is 
transferable or not. The determination of the question in every particular case 
has been left to tradition and custom. In practice, however, such a tenure 
has been made transferable. Ifthe holding of an occupancy raiyat is sold 
without the*permission and knowledge of the landlord, beth the transferor and 
the transferee shall be liable to the landlord for arrears of rent accruing due 
after the transfer. From this it may be inferred that if a notice of the sale is 
given to the landlord in the prescribed manner, not the transferor, but the 
transferee shall be liable to the landlord for the rent. This provision, therefore, 
relieves the transferor, except under specified circumstances, of all responsibility 
to pay rent, and it thereby practically makes the tenure of an occupancy raiyat 
perfectly transferable. ‘This and many other provisions have benefited the 
raiyat to the prejudice of the landlord. The Government, of course, has the 
power to do whatever it pleases, and it may be impertinence on our part to 
protest. But we, nevertheless, feel it our duty to point out to the Government 
the injustice of the provisions, and this is the reason why we have been criticis- 
ing some of the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act for the last few weeks. _ 

Suggestions in ¢ nnection with 46. The Barisal Hitatshi of the 25th Septem- 


the Civil and Criminal Procedure fer publishes the following letter in English :— 
oaes. 


‘To 


‘The Editor of the Barisal Mitaishs. 
Sir, : | 
‘¢The two Codes of Civil and Criminal Procedure are going to be recast by 
the Legislature. It will not be out of place if some suggestions, as would occur 
to us, for their improvement, be published in the columns of your esteemed 
paper. Sometime ago a meeting of the members of the Bar Library of Barisal 
was held to consider whether it would be advisable to collect materials suggest- 
ing improvements in the existing Codes with a view to publish them in some 
daily papers. But the consideration of the subject was postponed till the Law 
Commissioners’ Report would be out. I have, however, thought of collecting, 
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at my leisure, the materials referred to above, and to send the same to you with 
the hope that they will be published in the Httazsht. i | 

“The first thing I would suggest is an amendment with regard to the proyi- 
sion of appeal in the Civil Procedure Code. The determination of any question 
under section 244 arising between the parties to any suit, and relating to the 
execution, discharge or satisfaction of the decree is to be considered as a decree 
within the meaning of section 2 of the Code. It has been held that matters 
under sections 232, 252, 25%, 264, 278, 293, 294, and 311 of the Code, when 
raised between the parties to the suit, are matters relating to execution of decree, 
Consequently, one would expect that any order passed under the above sections 
as between the parties to the suit, is appealable as a decree, that is to SAY, a 
first and a Pre appeal would be against such decree. Section 244 further 
provides that no separate suit would lie for determination of any matter once 
adjudicated under that section. A then, 1s the only remedy open to the 
parties to execution proceedings. Not only first appeal but second appeal ought 
also to be allowed in such cases. But a recent ruling of the Calcutta Hich > 
Court reported in I. L. R. 21 Cal., 789, has held that section 244, whilst it 
precludes a right of suit, does not enlarge the right of appeal which is limited 
strictly by section 588. By this section a second appeal is not allowed. When 
this is the state of the law, I think it requires amendment. Proceedings in 
execution are conducted in a summary way, and when the right of a separate 
suit is taken away, the remedy of a second appeal should be allowed to the 
parties. (To be continued.” 

47. The Pratikar of the 25th September writes as follows :-— 

No Hindu will deny that the glory and sanc- 
of Hindu places of pilgrimage have not 

remained unimpaired, and that Hindu devottar pro- 
perty is misused. How can this state of things be corrected? An orthodox 
Hindu should on no account seek for a remedy in the Legislature which is 
constituted mostly with un-Hindu members. In the opinion of such a Hindu 
the sebait or mahnta deserves to be worshipped as a god, and it is not for the 
community at large to call his acts in question, however objectionable they 
may be. But such are not the views of the enlightened Hindus who form 
the leaders of the present Hindu community. They do not look upon mahantas 
as gods, nor do they admit their right to make what use they like of devotiar 
property. Nor can they bear to see them make money by working upon the 
religious prejudices of the people, and spending that money in vicious indul- 
gence. But the question is, how are the evils to be remedied and the improve- 
ments to be effected? Under a Hindu government, the question would have 
been easily solved. 

But any action taken in this connection by the alien British Government 
will bean interference with Hindu religious practices which will not be tolerated 
by the people. 

How, then, can waste of devoitar property be arrested, and the sanctity of 
places of pilgrimage maintained? Probably by passiug a mild law. Babu 
Surendranath’s draft Bill on the subject presents a not very bad scheme. But 
seeing how the elective right is being abused in Bengal, the proposal to vest the 
management of devottar property in the hands of eciell bodies cannot be 
approved. Too much power is i proposed to be given to District and Central 
Committees. 

48. The Bangavasi of the 26th September has the following :— 

eaepes Agitation over the question of religious endow- 
wa religious endowments ques- ments jg again to the fore. The Government has 
taken no part in the agitation, and has even dis- 

countenanced any interference with the existing system of managing religious 
endowments. The agitation comes from the educated classes, and Babu Suren- 
dranath Banerji is its centre. 1¢ #§ directed againat the existing management 
of religious endowments of all classes—the devotiar property of the Hindus, 
> ayma-madadmas and pirotiar property of the Musalmans, the sebabhumi of 
the Jains and the darbarbhog of the Sikhs. All these classes of religious 
ocow mente cannot come under the purview of one and the same legislative 
dedicated for dsdornre Tot Suided by the same principle. ‘They have been 
purposes, and are differently managed. The income 


The religious endowments ques- tit 
tion. 
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derived frum them is spent on different objects of charity. It is, moreover, a 
point for consideration how far the Government is ina position to interfere with 
the existing management of religious endowments. A draft Bill has, however, 
been prepared, proposing to amend the existing law relating to the manage- 
ment of religious endowments. This Bill has given rise to a good deal of 
discussion. We shall, for the present, deal with the object of religious endow- 
ments, the manner in which the income derived from them is spent, and the 
question of proprietorship in them, postponing a minuter examination of this 
fanciful, un-Hindu and extraordinury Bill to a future occasion. 

Before the English Government was established in this country, the income 
derived from devotiar property used to be devoted to the worship of gods and 
the maintenance of sannyasis, abudhuts und bairagis. The religious ascetics, 
devoted to the contemplation of God and the study of sacred books, have not 
the leisure to go out begging for alms Begging is not only sure to trespass 
upon their time, but is also likely to disturb their peace of mind—a circum. 
stance which is highly prejudicial to religious meditation. It was to prevent 
-this undesirab'e consequence that rich men religiously disposed, gave away 
taluks and jazgirs for the maintenance of religious classes, and these endowments 
were generally attached to a temple belonging to this or that religious sect. 
These temples and maths where these ascetics used to reside were called akhras. 
In every akhra there wasa chief ascetic or sannyasi called the mohunt, who 
naturally came to be entrusted with the management of the devvtiar propert 
dedicated to the use of the particular religious sect of which he was the head. 
In managing the property he had dealings with the kanungo or the dewan of 
the district in which it was situated. The post of the mohunt was elective, and 
the sannyasis of the particular sect to whom the property was dedicated had 
the right to elect some one from among themselves as their chief or mohunt. 
Now-a-days many people make their property devottay, appointing their heirs 
sebaiis, with a view to prevent a division of the property. In this way they 
indirectly take advantage of the law of primogeniture, This practice, 
however, was not in force during the Musalman rule, when the practice of 
jyestha-bhog, somewhat akin to the law of primogeniture, was freely résorted 
to by the moneyed classes, In those days no one man could be the owner of 
devottar property, The mohunt was not the owner, but the trustee of such 
property. From these and many other circumstances it is quite clear that 
devottar property does not belong to a particular individual or to the public. 
The Government also can have no claim toits management. If devotiar property 
has been dedicated to a temple of Siva, it must belong to one of the ten Sivuite 
sects, such as Giri, Puri, Bharat Ban, &c. If it has been dedicated to a temple 
of Vishnu, it must belong to a Vishnuvite sect, In this way the Sikhs have 
their derbar property and the Jains their sebabhumi. It should be clearly under- 
stood that property has been given away to a particular religious sect, and that 
religious sect has the fullest liberty to use 1t in any way it likes. We have no 
right to interfere with its management even if the property is misused by it. 

The next question is—to whom do the offerings of pilgrims to the god of 
a temple belong? It is a custom in the North-Western Provinces that half the 
charhao, or the offerings to the gods, is the property of the priest and the remain- 
ing half is devoted to the maintenance of atithis and the poor. This is also 
exactly the custom in many Bengal temples. The public, therefore, can lay no 
claim to these puja offerings, and the Government also should have no power to 
interfere with the practice now in existence. The Babus who have no interest 
in these offerings can, therefore, have no right to speak upon the subject. 

Ancient institutions and customs are recognised by law. The customs by 
which the management of religious institutions has all along been guided must be 
obeyed, as they cannot go unrecognised by law. If we consult these customs, we 
shall find that devottar property cannot be the property of a “community ” as 
understood in English law. During the Hindu period devottar property was not 

in vogue. People in those days used to give alms to ope por yt ae 
while the kings made provision for the ascetics. On the advent of the j usal- 
mans, the Government ceased to take cre of the Hindu omen and « non 
property naturally came into vogue. he British Coma “1 consis rp 
and uniformly honoured the religious and social customs and ins — : - 
peop'e, and it cannot interfere with the time-honoured customs relating to the 


DAINIK-O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIK4, 


Sept. 27th, 1896, 


SAMAY, 
Sept. 25th, 1806 


( 970 ) 


management of religious endowments and transfer their management to different 
hands. It will be extremely inadvisable to pass any law revolutionizing the 
resent system of management. It will be better to file a civil suit in the 
igh Court, if necessary, against an offending mohunt and get a High Court 
ruling on the subject. ‘The Government is, of course, all-powerful, and can do 
anything and everything it likes. But even the Government has a continuit 


of policy to maintain, and it stands pledged not to interfere with the religions of 
its subjects. 


It may not be known to us, living in Calecutta—blinded as we are b 
Western civilization—that the sannyasis form a powerful and influential commt- 
nity in this goss g lt will be running a seriouse risk to deprive them of their 
mouthfuls of bread. The sannyassis are intimately connected with the people. 
They guide the current of the united forces of a whole nation. In malaria- 
stricken and Babuised Bengal they may not be a potent factor. But their 
influence is felt in the North-Western Provinces, where they are, so to speak, 
the masters of the situation. The Government knows this well enough, and 
cannot, therefore, humour the Babus. Any innovation may, as it often does, 
lead to undesirable consequences. You may run the risk of striking at the root 
of religious endowments by going to put a check upon offending mohunis. 


49, The ee Chandrika of the 27th September writes as 
. ey ollows :— 

ee Rain-gambling is, no doubt, a bad practice, but its 
suppression by force of law is very likely to lead to undesirable consequences. 
It is a natural instinct in man to try his fortune, and gambling has been in 
existence from time immemorial, perhaps from the beginning of creation. Gam- 
bling is dangerous game—not only ruinous to gamblers, but also prejudicial to the 
interests of society —its peace and tranquillity. Thisis the reason why all civilised 
Governments have passed laws to put down gambling, and the British Govern- 
ment has tried to put it down both in this country andin England. Law, how- 
ever, has not been able to put it down altogether. In England gambling isa 
diversion in the fashionable clubs where lakhs are staked on the gambling table. 
In Monte Carlo there are large gambling booths where gambling 1s openly 
carried on, and fortune is wooed and lost by eminent statesmen, noblemen and 
litterateurs. In Calcutta there are gambling-houses by the score, aud many 
European gentlemen are inveterate gamblers. Is not betting on the race 
ground gambling of the blackest type? In the races lakhs are won and lost. 
Why, then, blame gambling with card--why blame salni and coupon, naksa 
and purmut, dabrhi and premara alone? Gambling in these forms prevail in 
Calcutta. You can put them down in public places, but can you put them down 
in the fashionable clubs or in the drawing rooms of fashionable gentlemen ? Is 
not ss speculati‘n a ruinous form of gambling? But it is encouraged by 
the Government! Is not speculation in Government papers an equally ruinous 
form of gambling? Rain-gambling has been put down in Bombay, but a more 
ruinous form of gambling, called janth sanaa,has taken its places. Put down 
rain-gambling in Calcutta, and you will have the same state of things here. A 
petition has been submitted to the Government, praying for the suppression of 
rain-gambling in Calcutta There was a discussion of the question at a meeting 
of the Calcutta Municipality. Babu Bhupeudra Nath Bose opposed the peopent 
for the ys Bonet of rain-gambling. He was not in favour of putting down 
one form of gambling when its place was sure to be taken by another more 


ruinous and angerous. He was not in favour of attempting the impracticable 
task of purifying men’s morals by force of law. 


IV —Native Srares. 
00. The Samay of the 25th September has the following :— 


| One of the principal obj iceregal 
ee i i cS principal objects of these Vicereg 
woe visits to Native visits to the Native States is to make the Native 


Chiefs more and more attached to the British 
Government. There is no doubt that these Chiefs, one and all, are loyally 


oe to the Government, but it is extremely doubtful if they have cr can 
ref Med | great regard for the Viceroy. It is true that they give the 
“presentative a right royal welcome and spend lakhs of rupees i0 
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making it a grand affair, but all this show and ostentation are hollow and do 
not proceed from the heart. Political-ridden, the Native Chiefs cannot pass a 
single moment in peace. The Viceroy is at the head of the Foreign Office, but 
no Vicetoy has up to this time lent a sympathetic hearing to their representa- 
tions. Why should, then, the Native Chiefs love and respect ‘the Viceroy ? 
They feel themselves honoured and gratified by viceregal visits to their States, 
but those visits do them absolutely no good and do not serve to make their 
lives less unbearable. During these visits the Native Chiefs are given no 
opportunity to unburden their minds to the Viceroy and freely and fully 
represent their grievances to him. During their interview with the Viceroy 
they are, against their will, surrounded by Political Agents who stand in 
the way of a private and confidential conference. The Viceroy sees and 
hears every thing through official eyes and ears and returns no wiser than 
before. | 

In fact, these viceregal visits to the Native States.are:of no earthly good to 
the Native Chiefs. ‘They are in one sense positively injurious to them as the 
tend to waste of money and prove a heavy the Be to the rulers of the States 
to which these visits are paid. They no doubt feel it as a tax, and it is quite 
probable that some of them have to recover their loss from their subjects, in 
which case these visits become mischievous not only to the Native Chiefs but 
also to their poor subjects. 


V.— PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


51. The Charu Mihir of the 21st September reports sufficient rainfall in 
the Mymensingh district during the week ending 
the 19th September, and a rise in the river water. 
At one time it was feared that the aman crop would 
be totaliy destroyed, but the rain has greatly improved the prospects. 

52. A correspondent of the Sunjivani of the 26th September complains 
that scarcity prevails in Dhitpur in the Mymensingh 
district. The sowing of the aman paddy has not 
been satisfactory, about a quarter of the arable land 
being left fallow. The peasants sowed more jute than aus paddy. ‘This mistake 
is now telling heavily upon them. Rice is selling at Rs. 5-8 to Rs. 6 per maund, 
and the poor peasants are not getting two meals a day. | 

53. Correspondents of the Bangavasi of the 26th September complain of 
scarcity in several parts of Bengal. The prospects 


Prospects of the crops in the 
Mymensingh district. 


Scarcity in a village in the 
M ymensingh district. 


Pic Prospects of crops 1 Of the aman crop are miserable in Bhariadangi in 
the Purnea district. Jute cannot besteeped for want 
of water. In Paharpur in the Malda district the bhadoi crop has been destroyed 


and the aman crop does not prosper. Rain is badly wanted. In Hatia in the 
Noakhali district there has been no aus crop for the last seven years, and there 
will not be more than a six-anna sail crop this year. Scarcity prevails, but 
Government help has been stopped. Scarcity prevails in Gharinda in the 
Mymensingh district. Paddy is selling at ten seers per rupee and rice at kanchi 
eight seers. Many are living on one meal a day. The recent rain has not 


much benefited the crops. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


54. The Hublui Mateen of the 21st September says that nothing could 
check the progress of Islam so long as there was 
union among its followers. But no sooner did that 
union disappear than the enemies of Islam rose upon all sides with a view to 
annihilate it. It is this disagreement wiich will.at last bring about the ruin of 
the Moslem kingdoms which are still lingering on, When the English nation 
wrested India from its Muhammadan rulers, the other Muhammadan potentates 
in Asia and elsewhere, on account of their personal grudge against the great 
Mughal, did not raise even their little finger to help him. Russia declared war 
against Persia, and no Musalman potentate came forward to assist her. Lastly, 
when the Ottoman Empire was surrounded by hostile Christian Powers, the 
Musalmans stood looking on with folded arms. Unless the Musalmans combine, 
there is no hope of their deliverance from the hanis of their enemies. 


Disunion among Musalmans. 
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55. In reference to the Pioneer’s recent attack on the native pregs of 
Bengal, the Sahkachar of the 23rd September writes 
The Pioneer on the native press gy follows :— 

a ~ Does not the Proneer know how full of seditious 
matter some newspapers in Ireland still are, and how shamefully newspapers in 
his own country were conducted some years ago? ‘I'he improvement in the 
taste of the newspaper-reading public brought about a revolution in the tone 
of the press in England, and cannot the writer in the Pioneer bring himself 
to believe that an improvement in the taste of the reading public in India will 
produce the same effect on the tone of the newspaper press in this country? 
The Pioneer’s proposal of depriving the offending rate ge of the postal 
privileges is a silly one. The tone of the press is an irdex of popular tastes. 
If the people’s tastes be bad, they will read seditious newspapers. But there 

has been so much improvement in the tastes of the people of Bengal that the 
seldom read seditious newspapers now. Want of popular support has therefore 
almost extirpated that abominable class of newspapers. If there be a few 
still in existence whose writings are disagreeable to the perverse taste 
of the Pioneer, there can be no doubt that they will, in course of time, die a 
natural death for want of public support. The Lioneer need not take the 
trouble of devising means for their extinction. If they need punishment, are 
there not the proper authorities to inflict 1? The Pioneer is greatly mistaken 
if it supposes that Sir Alexander Mackenzie—a far-sighted, experienced and 


resolute ruler, who is withal a well-wisher of the people, and is not shaken by 


every breath of wind—has not his eye on the native press whilst he has his eye 
on everything else around him. If he finds any fault in the native newspapers, 
he can advise them or rebuke them as a friend, and if that fails to produce the 
desired change, he can punish them according to the Jaw. He requires no 
advice from outsiders. Nor is he the man to turn away from the path of justice 
and uprightness for fear of popular displeasure. If there be any offending 
newspapers in Bengal which need correction, Sir Alexander Mackenzie will, 


of his own motion, take the necessary measures against them. There is no need 
for the Pioneer to meddle in the matter. 


56. The Bharat Mitra of the 24th September says:— 


| We shall never get rid of the Lady Dufferin 

sme toty Sete Font eed. fadis may go to wrack and ruin, but 
contributions to the Lady Dufferin Fund must pour in all the same. Lady 
Elgin who has taken charge of the fund will this time accompany the 


Viceroy on his tour with a view to induce the Raises and Rajas to make contr1- 
butions to the fund. 


67. The Mihir-c-Sudhakar of the 26th September says that the man who 


oe _ is the real instigator of the present quarrels in the 
Ba a of the Karatiya Karatiya zamindar family in the Mymensingh 
district is Babu Isan Chandra Gupta, who was 
manager of the estate under Mahmud Aili Khan. It isthe same Isan Chandra 


who at one time set Maharaja Govinda Lal Rai of Rangpur on the road to 
ruin, 


58. The Navayuga of the 26th September says that, according to 


Dadabhai Noaroji and many other people, India 

oor renee erry Le aa ame. Hess out of tho three 

hundred millions of its inhabitants so many as forty millions starve. It is 
true India does not contain millionaires like England or America, and that 
there are people in India, as for instance in Bihar, who cannot procure a pinch 
of salt to give relish to their rice and gruel. But Government cannot be blamed 
for this state of things. The English administration instead of increasing 
the people’s poverty is rather diminishing it. The truth is that neither the 
cultivators nor the zamindars sufficiently exert themselves to increase the pro- 
ductive power of the soil in the proportion in which the population 1s 
increasing under a settled and orderly Government. Government has covered 
the country with a network of canals, Want of wator is, therefore, nowhere 


felt. lhe zamindar and the raiyat sh ili 
their land yield more produce, yat should utilise this advantage so as to make 
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59. The ee | of - | a Oetober observes that 

| : the Karatiya quarre ensingh) should, be 

The Karatiya qaurrel. amicably settled. If Chand Mialb fit for the 

post of matwali, he should be allowed. to remain in that post. Aceording to the 

arrangement made by Sadat Ali, a Committee, composed of the District J udge, 

the District Magistrate and the Subordinate Judge, has the power to settle the 

dispute. Chand Miah should try his best to conciliate his old grand mother, 

while the latter should try to maintain the reputation and solidarity of her family 

irrespective of any other consideration. The Commissioner of Dacca tried to 

amicably settle the dispute, but failed. But he may succeed if he tries again. 

A high aristocratic family should not be allowed to run into rack and ruin. It 
is not yet too late for an amicable settlement of the quarrel. 


Urrtya PApeErs. r 


60. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 29th July states that owing to 
excessive rain many plants were destroyed in 
Balasore. The Samvadvahika of the 30th July 
states that there were such high floods in all the rivers of the Balasore district 
as were not seen by the people for the past five years. The paper apprehends 
loss of rice crops in low lands. | 
61. ‘I'he same paper of the 5th August is informed that there were three 
high floods in the Burabalang river following one 
another at a short interval and the last carrying 
off trees and animals leaving sand deposit and desolation behind. The writer 
is sure that there is much distress among the people residing in villages 
situated near the banks of the Burabalang river, and suggests that the local 
authorities should look after the relief of those that have been rendered 
extremely helpless. 
62. The Samvadvahika of the sth August has been informed that simul- 
Disastrous floods in certain *2@eous floods in the rivers Kansbans, Lalandi and 
Parganas of the Balasore district. Baitarni pro ved disastrous in the Bhera and Ankara 
parganas of the Balasore district, where a large 
number of houses and cattle were washed away to the dismay of the panic- 
‘stricken people, who are yet lying in a precarious state. - - ‘se 
63. A correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamvad of the 5th August, 
. Ppa named Radhanath Parhi, corroborates the above 
_—— by stating that the mauzas of the Bhera and Ankara 
parganas that have suffered most are Charibatia, Balimedh, .Lakshmiprasad, 
Binadanda, Natiapal, Krishnapur, Biras, Kalidaspur and Bidaipur, where the 
level of the flood water above the paddy plants varied from 5 to 7 feet. The 


Floods in the Balasore rivers. 


Three successive floods. 


correspondent attributes the vast collection of water to the banks of the Coast - 


Canal that have obstructed the natural drainage of the country. He thinks 
that the loss of cattle is great and that the condition of a large number of men 
and women is such as to demand immediate relief§ = i : 

64. The same paper has been further informed that floodsin the river 

Suvarnarekha have committed great mischief in 
Destruction and Soirens cannon the Kasda, Gabaga and Kharidchak mauzas of the 
oy Romie fae Serene Kamarda pargana, in the Ikra, Khalida, Khold, 
Kalikapur, Barbatia, Chirkula and Nilpura mauzes of the Napo pargana, and 
in the Bhograe, Bartana, Pithapur, Alalbindha and Maheshpur mauzas of the 
Baliapal thana. The writer estimates 500 heads of cattle and 200 houses to 
have been washed away. A great portion of the Turikia bazar has been 
destroyed. The writer is glad to learn that the Bhuyas (zamindars) of Laha- 
bander and Jamkunda as = the Collector of Balasore have been distributing 
rice, dal and salt to the poor, the helpless and the famished. 

Chaitanya Prasad Mahanti, a correspondent of the same paper, states 
that heavy rains and high floods did much harm in Bamanghati in Mayur- 
bhunj, a Tributary State of Orissa. An old woman and two boys were killed 
in their attempt to escape from a watery grave. OES 

Another etek: whe of the same paper, named Harekrishna Das, states 
that simultancoas floods in the Baitarni, Bura and Kharsua rivers swept away 
paddy crops, houses and cattle in the villages of Sulampur, Maningthpur, 
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| Barahanath, Marengapal, Pausa, Mokaipur, Chainpur and Kama. 
ae yr. wr of the J aj our jabblivision of the Cuttack district. Certain en- 
bankments, such as the Govindper embankment of the Bura and the Binjarpur 
embankment of the Kharsua, were broken in certain places, and, asa conse- 

quence, the villages that were protected by then were suddenly under water. 
URIYA AND 65. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 12th August has information to 
NAVASAMVAD, the effect that a large number of men, women and 
Aug. 12th, 1896. Loss of life in # flood. children were carried away by torrents of water, 

and it is not known what their fate has been. ) 

URIYA AND 66. The same paper and its contemporary of the Samvadvadhika of the 
NAVASAMVAD. 13th July are of opinion that twelve annas of the 

Detrection & erege paddy crop have been destroyed and that there is 

great distress among the poor people of the country. 

67. The Utkaldipika of the 8th August has information to the effect that 
heap segges. : floods in the Brahmini, Kharsua, Baitarni, Maha- 
re Destruction of crops in floods. nadi and Katjuri have destroyed eight annas of 

the paddy crop of the Cuttack and Puri districts, that a large number of 
embankments in the latter district were broken, and that there is great distress 
among the poor people of both the districts. The writer acknowledges with 
gratitude and satisfaction the assistance rendered by the officers of the 
Maharaja of Burdwan stationed in Kujang in the Cuttack district, by the 
olice officers and the kanungo stationed in ‘lirtole in that district, by Raja 
aidyanath Pandit of Darpani in the same district, and by the Collectors of 
Cuttack and Puri—all of whom were found busy doing the sacred duty of 
relieving and alleviating human sufferings, due to desolation and despair, that 
followed in the wake of high floods. The writer estimates the loss of houses at 
ten thousand. 
UTKALpIriEa, 68. The same paper of the 15th August is sorry to learn that cholera and 
Ang. 15th, 1896, nee fever have followed in the wake of the floods, and 
Disease in the wake of floods. = that the people in general are in a famished con- 
dition, prone to catch any infectious disease that may make its appearance. 
The writer notes with regret that the price of rice is rapidly increasing. 
69. The death of Kai Govind Ballav Bahadur of Kowpur in the Balasore 
district and that of the minor Raja of Kanika in 
Death of two Uriya gentlemen. +1, Cuttack district are mourned by all the Native 
Papers of Orissa. 
UTEALDPIEa, - 70. The same paper of the 15th August is dissatisfied with the reforms, 
Aug. 15th, 1896. pe introduced into the Education Department by a 
Defects of the reorganisation of novel scheme, recently sanctioned by the Secretary 
of State for India, which confirms more than ever 
the invidious distinction between natives of India and Englishmen, that is 
against the spirit of the Queen’s Proclamation. : 
Ureatpipixa, 71. The same paper of the lst August is sorry to observe that the verna- 
Aug. lst, 1896. Delay in the publication of the CUlar translations of the Indian Tariff Act and the 
vernacular translations of certain Cotton Duties Act were published very late in the 
Acts. Uriya Gazette. 
UTKALDIPIEA, 72. The same paper of the 15th August speaks highly of the speeches 
Aug. 15th, 1896. _. delivered by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
; ae Alexander Mackenzie's of Bengal in the stations visited by His Honour 
aves in the course of his tour. The writer admires His 
Honour’s modesty and wisdom in directing the money collected for His 
Honour’s ‘ae. Ng to be spent on works of public utility and in prohibiting the 
District Boards and Municipalities to spend any amount from their funds on 


purposes having for their object the reception of His Honour. 


AssaM PaAprErs. 


Penne ne 73. The Paridarshak-o-Srihattavasi for the 2nd fortnight of Bhadra is glad, 
SRIBATTAVasl, Oa and hopes that its readers, too, will be glad, to learn 

wage 27 Fae ' the news, which has been communicated to the 
Statesman newspaper by its Simla correspondent, that Mr. Cotton will succeed 

Mr. Ward as Chief-Commissioner of Assam. There is not among the Civilians 

a better friend of India than Mr, Cotton. He became the Indian people’s 
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favourite by writing his New India. It will bea great pp reser to find him 
as the chief ruler of a large province fully maintaining his glory. 

74, The same paper says that severe scarcity prevails in Sylhet. Rice is Parsansmax.o. 
selling at Rs. 5-8 to Rs. 6 per maund. Most 5**™rvas, 
people are not getting two meals of rice a day. Second fort.night 
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